
 

 

In 2009, Hartford City Mission 
partnered with YoungLife to continue HCM’s 
youth ministry work with high school students and young 
adults throughout the city of Hartford. HCM provides the majority of 
funding, staff, and volunteers, while YL provides administrative, supervisory, and 
training support.   

Andrew Wright is a 2011 graduate of Hartford’s Weaver High School.  In 2010, Andrew 
was invited by a high school friend and longtime HCM participant, De’Andre Reid, to 
check out “The Program.”   

Mark 3:34-35 “ And looking about those who were sitting in a circle around Him, He 
said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is My 
brother and sister and mother.”(HCSB) 

For most of my life, although I was basically raised in church, if you had shown me this 
verse, I most likely would have nodded while trying my best to care. In fact, although I 
believed that Christ did die for our sins, I never really took it that seriously. Church was 
         (continued on page 2) 

Summer in the City 

Truly Family 
by Andrew Wright 

 

For seven weeks this summer, HCM will operate a half-day camp called Camp Noah.  
The camp is for neighborhood kids (grades 1-5) and runs each weekday afternoon. 

 

For just $35, you can sponsor a kid for one week.   
For just $245, you can sponsor a kid for the whole summer! 

 

Your Camp Noah sponsorship donation can be sent to:  
Hartford City Mission, PO Box 320397, Hartford, CT  06132. 

Or you can donate online today at hartfordcitymission.org 
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The Vine is Hartford City Mission’s ministry house in the northend.  The Vine serves as home to Noah After School, the 
Bridge, and numerous ministry and neighborhood groups who use it for gatherings.  The 2nd and 3rd floors are home to 
the community of the Vine, a group of Christians and friends living together in an intentional fellowship.  With recent 
transitions in leadership of the community, HCM and community members have been prayerfully seeking new 
leadership to help oversee this critical component of the ministry.  Earlier this spring, in answer to those prayers, Che & 
Leah Burgess, their daughter Dance, and twins Gabe & Michael, moved into the Vine from their home in Hartford’s 
southend.   

Leah wrote the following poem a few days before the big move.      

 
 
not talking about who brings the heat 
or how big his bulge is 
i'm talking 
boxes 
giving goods to Goodwill 
throwing away  
tvs that don't work anymore 
got blown out in the hurricane of 
2011 
and bagging up shoes that are  
busted 
raggedy 
too smelly to keep around 
 
and we are privileged  
to have so much to throw or give 
away  
or tag for selling on 4/29/12 
 
so we are packing 
loading up boxes 
organizing parties 
to load & haul 
4.2miles away 
 
there it is  
the vine 
the corner of  
vine & edgewood 

who would want to live there 
us  
together 
yes we share the same 
kitchen 
bathrooms 
hallways 
 
guns and roses 
drugs and community 
block watches and afterschool 
programs 
day cares & ebony horse women 
hate and relentless love 
climbs the northend 
 
it's not all just one thing there 
and i've never lived in the hood 
and i never thought i'd be willing to 
move 
no disrespect 
and even this ain't really hood 
 
i mean the only project  
is the one we're living 
like an experiment 
there are no experts 
but God 
so we follow Him 

turn in our keys 
say good bye to our landlord, her son, 
lousito, the guy who runs everyday 
across the street, the prostitutes, the 
johns, franklin grinder, and padula 
market, the mouse, the cats that cry, 
the chinese family we brought 
cookies to on christmas eve, next 
door, the foster kids, the fire we 
remember down the street, the 
praying, the soulfood on friday nights, 
the together, the walks to the 
homemade pasta shop, and the 
beginning of our life together. 
 
and we go 
to the next part of our life together 
together 
 
the doors of the church are open  
not really  
the actual doors 
but what they mean is the heart of 
God  
wants us home 
and Jesus  
ran to the trouble 

(continued on page 5) 
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that I have at my site. That the kids can see that it’s not 
just white people who love God. Also, the kids are 
welcome to come to the church, and one of the kids 
actually did go by himself and stayed for one of the 
services at Antioch.” The NAS children can also be 
involved in other Antioch activities. This past Easter, 
Cheryl took the children to an Easter egg hunt Antioch 

was hosting. Cheryl is also thankful for Ray, the 
program’s assistant director, who has been incredibly 
valuable in helping the program to run smoothly; Cheryl 
says, “He just knows what I need. I don’t have to ask him 
to do anything.” Another benefit is that Ray is able to 
keep the church updated as to how things are going.  

Helping to start this new site is a real pleasure for Cheryl, 
and she hopes that more new sites will open up all over 
Hartford in partnership with local churches. She also 
hopes that more people from the neighborhood will want 
to volunteer with NAS. Cheryl says this biggest highlight 
so far has been “Meeting the kids. Once you meet them 
there are so many ways they can get connected to other 
HCM programs 
like Camp Noah 
and when they 
get older 
Hartford 
YoungLife and 
so on. And that 
I get to see 
them grow up 
and grow up in 
Christ.”  

When Cheryl is not directing the new NAS site at Antioch, 
she runs a program called “The Bridge” at HCM 
headquarters that is for sixth graders who have 
graduated from Noah After School. Cheryl is also HCM’s 
Assistant Director of Children’s Ministries. 

A little over two years 
ago Cheryl Maida (pictured above) was just 

a volunteer at Noah After School (NAS) and now she is 
the director of a new Noah After School site being done 
in partnership with a local church, Antioch Baptist. Soon 
after Cheryl began volunteering with NAS, she was 
encouraged to apply for the summer internship program 
HCM runs. The interns’ main responsibility is to help run 
Camp Noah, a half-day summer camp for children from 
the northeast neighborhood of Hartford. It was that 
summer that HCM Board Member, Scott Wilhite, cast the 
vision for starting a new Noah After School site with a 
local church, and Cheryl says she thought to herself, “I 
want to – I have to direct that site.” 

This vision turned into a reality on February 7th, 2012. The 
new Noah After School site runs on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 3:30-5:30pm out of Antioch Baptist on 
Nelson Street between Martin and Garden Streets in the 
north end of Hartford. Cheryl says she hopes the new 
program will “expand to three or four days a week in the 
fall of 2012.” The new program is a true partnership 
between HCM and Antioch where HCM provides the 
site’s director (Cheryl), half the volunteers, and the 
curriculum called “Say Y.E.S.!” Antioch provides the 
assistant director, Ray Johnson, who is a member of the 
church, the space, maintenance of the space, and the 
other half of the volunteers. Both this new NAS site and 
the original one at HCM headquarters at Vine and 
Edgewood, focus on un-churched children in the 
immediate areas surrounding the afterschool sites. The 
new NAS site is currently serving 10 children from first 
through fifth grades and utilizes about 10 volunteers over 
the two days the program is run. 

Cheryl is excited about this partnership and has a lot to 
say about this new site. In her own words, she says “I feel 
super blessed to be the one put over there. It’s the first 
site that is a partnership, and I love that it is the church 
that is doing it. I’m especially excited about the diversity 

Working Together to 
Educate and Inspire  

 Hartford City Mission and 
Antioch Baptist Church Partner 

in Afterschool Program 
by Aften Wilson  

(Director of Communications for Urban Alliance) 
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when it doesn't make sense 
making forgiveness  
when it doesn't make sense 
making reconciliation  
when it doesn't make sense 
 
some keep asking us "why" and "are 
your children going to be safe..." 
and we love them 
they are pure questions  
with all purity and deep love woven 
into the fabric of the asking 
so we answer with God’s will... 
we're not sure 
we don't know all the answers 
so we  
HOPE & PRAY 
we BELIEVE & MOVE 
 
to The Vine 
cuz we are the branches. 

keep following Jesus  
& you'll run into trouble too 
criminals 
and prostitutes 
say hello again 
it's like a reunion 
only this time 
it's on purpose 
but for now  
we're reserving uhauls  {privileged} 
throwing away stuff 
and packing 
 
and making the last pot of soup in this 
space 
moving 
it's never easy or completely pure 
cuz sometimes 
some folks 
get to cussin' 
too many boxes all lined up 
and ain't goin' nowhere 
but we are full of HOPE {God} 
we're excited & nervous 
looking and watching 
reading and writing 
will help us make love 

packing … (continued from page 4) 

We know volunteering for Noah After School (NAS) on weekday afternoons doesn’t work with everyone’s 
schedule, but we’ve got other opportunities to connect with our community in Hartford: 

 

Noah After School is looking for Off-Site Volunteers! 
 

Executive Director 
Search Update 

 
HCM’s Board of Directors is 
still praying & searching to 
identify the right person to 
serve as our first Executive 

Director.   

Think you may know a good 
candidate?   

See the job description at 
hartfordcitymission.org for 

details! 

NOAH NEIGHBOR 

Support a NAS child and their 
teacher/classroom for the 
school year with practical 

encouragement 

COOK A MEAL 

Provide a meal for one of our 
monthly Family Dinner Nights 

(two NAS kids, their families, & 
NAS staff) 

FUN FRIDAY FIELD TRIP HOST 

Host a small group of NAS kids 
& staff at your home for a 
Friday afternoon activity 

Interested?  Contact Amy Jarvis, HCM’s Director of Children’s Ministry, at 860.246.0132 
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Truly Family … Continued from page 1 

HCM Is Expanding 
Our Ministry to 

Hartford Teens and 
Young Adults! 

HCM was excited to move 
our Youth Ministry Director 
Marcel Hodge to full-time 

status earlier this year.  This 
summer we’ll begin an 

initiative with middle school 
students on weekday 

afternoons. 

Contact Marcel at 
860.246.0132 if you’re 

interest in getting involved 
with HCM’s youth ministry in 

Hartford.  We’ve got 
opportunities with high 
school students, young 

adults, and now – middle 
school students! 

 

Andrew Wright 

just something I did. I prayed when 
I remembered to, and I sang when I 
was supposed to. I went to church, 
stood up, sat down, stood up some 
more, and went home. I knew all of 
the usual verses. I understood all of 
the general concepts. But at the 
end of the day, it wasn't much 
more than a leg workout. No one 
was interested in talking to me, and 
after a while I learned that I was 
generally not to talk to them. That 
way of thinking carried over into 
the rest of my interactions, and 
ultimately how I viewed myself.  

But God really does have plans for 
us, it seems. After a while of my 
complacency, I started to wonder 
why a couple of my friends would 
always disappear on Friday nights. 
They were always going to “The 
Program”, as they called it. Of 
course, I was immediately 
intrigued, and so I resolved to come 
see “The Program” for myself. It 
was only then that I learned that 
Hartford City Mission’s YoungLife 
was indeed a 'program' for high-
schoolers, and I was shocked to 
find out that it was a program 
about Christ!   I can truly say I have 
never had so much fun doing 
anything that had to do with God 
(or anything at all, for that matter), 
and it did not take long for me to 
find friends in the leaders. As time 
went by, I met more and more 
people on fire for the Lord, and I 
finally started to feel like I was in a 
place where I belonged, and where 
I was accepted. 

It was not until I graduated from 
high school and became a leader at 
YoungLife myself, however, that I 
started to truly realize that God 
often uses us as his hands to touch 
others in our lives. Before I knew it, 
it was me, a former participant, 
standing in front of 

telling them about Jesus, and the 
love of God. I know that it was only 
possible for me to feel the 
confidence to do so because I was 
surrounded by other believers in 
Christ, and looking back, I can see 
how important it is to have a 
network of people who love Christ 
as you do, people who will hold you 
accountable and can encourage 
you. I can say from firsthand 
experience that it makes a world of 
difference, and if you don't believe 
me, the Bible says in Proverbs 18:1- 
“One who isolates himself pursues 
selfish desires; he rebels against all 
sound judgment.”        So don't put 
yourself in corner, like I did for so 
long, or you and your spiritual walk 
will also wind up suffering. 

Another important thing to think 
about - other than our own 
spiritual well being - is in bringing 
non-believers to Christ. And 
honestly, it scares me to think that 
if God uses us as ways to touch 
others, and if we as believers can 
even make other believers feel 
ostracized, how can we ever show 
the love of God to those who don't 
know him? James already spoke 
out against favoritism in the church 
long ago, and if we are to love our 
neighbors as ourselves, how can it 
be that any one of us can be put 
aside, if we are truly to be disciples 
of Christ? Like James, I also warn 
us, for the sake of His Kingdom, to 
take how we treat each other 
seriously. We are representatives 
of Christ. We are family. 

If you sat me down now and asked 
me about Mark 3: 34-35, I would 
be able to fully appreciate it, as I 
hope you do.  And if you are 
reading this, and are a follower of 
Christ, I welcome you as my family.  
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Hartford City Mission 
PO Box 320397 
Hartford, CT 06132 

 

Hartford City Mission is growing in our ministry to share 
the good news of the Kingdom of God, develop disciples 

of Christ, and participate in the transformation of our 
neighborhood here in Hartford.  We rely on the support 

of neighbors and friends like you to do this work! 
 

Donations may be sent to:  
PO Box 320397  

Hartford, CT  06132  
or you can donate online at HartfordCityMission.org! 

 
Thank You! 

HCM is a member of the Urban Alliance Network, a collaborative network of Christian 
churches and organizations seeking to more effectively serve under-resourced 

residents of Hartford.  HCM thanks Urban Alliance for its support in the 
design/production of this newsletter.  

To learn more about Urban Alliance, go to: urbanalliance.com 


