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NEHEMIAH AFTER SCHOOL
New Middle School Initiative Takes Shape Thanks to UA Grant - by Sarah Thompson

As a sixth-grader, Gabriella “Gabby” Mendoza’s day is :illed to the rim with the complexities of being an
eleven-year old, navigating school, friendships, and everything in between. And, with safety and positive
in:luences as top-priorities, her mother is faced with the
dif:iculties of having to work during the after-school hours but
wanting to make sure her daughter has the opportunity to
:lourish. Yet, as the youngest of four children, Gabby has spent
many after-school hours at home by herself, or with her mom at
work.
“With my other children I’ve tried other programs, and the
experience I had wasn’t very good. Some of the other programs
we have tried were at the school but now there is a charge to
attend, so we had to stop,” explained Gabby’s mother, Katherine
Montes. “All my daughter would do during vacation or when she
was out of school was come to work with me. Or if she was at home, I don’t let her outside to play, and
she’s the youngest one so the other kids don’t really interact with her that much. It can be a very
isolated life.”
So, when she learned about HCM’s after-school program through their church, Gabby was excited to get
involved. After attending HCM’s Noah After-School program for elementary-aged students last year, this
year she graduated to the Nehemiah After-School program, which is geared towards middle-school
youth.
With the support of a grant awarded to HCM through Urban Alliance’s Next Generation Initiative,
Nehemiah After-School was launched in September 2016. “UA's funding allowed us to hire a full-time
site manager for our brand new daily middle-school after-school program,” explained Dave Ambrose,
Program Director at Hartford City Mission.
Continued on Page 3

We need YOU to help HCM win!
Brackets For Good Online Tournament Starts Feb. 24

•
•
•
•

Non-pro:it participants compete - NCAA tournament style!
It’s simple, we raise more than the opponent, and we advance!
Please log onto the Brackets For Good tournament website!
Your donation will help HCM win!

https://hartford.bfg.org/bracket
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T H E C H R I S T M A S S T O R E “ G I F T ” T O H C M PA R E N T S
-BY DANIELLE AMBROSE
The doors open, and a maze welcomes you. The walls
are not made of brick, concrete, or anything cold. The
sides of the maze calling to you are tables piled high
with toys. On your right you see action :igures and
battery operated trucks. On your
left you glimpse countless bright
pink and purple boxes of brand
new shiny dolls waiting for a
home. Straight ahead you see tall
stacks of board games. And, out of
the corner of your eye you see a
whole table of art supplies spilling
over, ready to be used.
Basketballs, footballs, and soccer
balls :ill another table. Then you
turn around to see a tower of
colorful stuffed animals. And oh my,
have you ever seen so many Legos?
A smiling face comes alongside you, welcoming you,
and encouraging you to look around and take your time
picking out what you need. Smelling something sweet
draws you to keep going, as the scent of hot chocolate
entices you. The sounds of laughter, happiness, and
Christmas music accompany you all the way through to
the end.
What kind of dream is this? Not one that you need to
wake up from! The HCM Christmas store recently
:inished its 4th season of serving our Noah and
Nehemiah After School (NAS) parents, neighbors, and
friends.
We thank all of you who donated for your generosity in
giving over 2,000 gifts, and for the time that many of
you spent setting up the store, pricing, organizing,
wrapping presents, and most of all being a friendly face
to our HCM family. It was because of your giving spirit,
that we were able to offer parents the gift of dignity, as
they came into the room full of presents, holiday cheer,
and welcoming volunteers.

For many parents Christmas can be a discouraging
time as they desire, but cannot afford to give their
children something special, or surprise them with
presents they are hoping for. Parents shopping at our

Christmas store did not have to feel that
disappointment. They came to the HCM Christmas
store and watched their money stretch as the gifts
were marked down below half price, many at tag sale
prices!
As a volunteer and NAS parent, the magical feeling I
shared with our HCM families that week was
overwhelming joy! For me, the excitement I have
leading up to Christmas grows daily as I imagine our
children opening the gifts that we have thoughtfully,
sometimes sacri:icially picked out for them. The
ultimate reward comes as they smile with joy over each
one Christmas morning. It was so special to be at the
store with families I have grown to know and love this
school year, imagining with them their beautiful
children’s familiar faces lit up with the same joy, and
sharing in their excitement. I am so thankful that it is
the greatest gift of all, Jesus, that has brought us all
together!
What I want is a Christmas you can hold. A
Christmas that holds me, remakes me, revives me.
I want a Christmas that whispers, Jesus."
-Ann Voskamp
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HCM’s Nehemiah Program Empowering Middle School Youth
Continued from Page 1

According to Mr. Ambose, “HCM has long desired to provide daily programming to students aging out of our
Noah After School Program, which serves students in grades 1-5. We want to establish a full :irst through
twelfth grade continuum. We believe that this continuum will help us accomplish the vision God gave us of
empowering the next generation of transformational leaders.”
The Nehemiah After-School program provides homework assistance, Christian character development,
and teaches the power of God within each child by connecting them to their historical greatness and
providing strategies for overcoming life’s challenges.
“Middle-school is a crucial age for self-actualization, and kids want to :it in,” said Carl Felton, Nehemiah
After School Site Manager for Hartford City Mission. “Our program gives them a place where they feel
comfortable, safe, loved, and accepted. Our homework help component gives students the additional
assistance they need to complete assignments, and through our Bible-based character development
lessons, our program is designed to meet the spiritual and emotional needs of our students.”
And, the program is doing just that for Gabby and the others who participate. “This program helps me
with friendships,” she shared. “Last year I felt like my friendships were a little shakier, but this year it’s
better. It’s changing me more. I am more kind. I’m more open to friendships. The Bible shows a lot of
examples about love so that was really good to know. Some of those things I didn’t know before, and
that was good so I could keep it with me.”
She also credits Nehemiah After-School for helping her to succeed with her schoolwork. “If I was home,
I probably wouldn’t encourage myself to do my homework, but here I have to do it. But at home, I
would think I could save it for later and be on my iPod. This program helps motivate me,” she said.
Felton is seeing :irst-hand the positive impact the program is having on Gabby and her peers. “Because
of our character development-based lessons, our students are challenged to think about their words,
actions, and the effort they put in to all they do,” he said. “Gabby is the ultimate example of what we
strive for all the kids to be. She’s a great model on a daily basis. She’s the ultimate student and a leader
in training.”

Save The Date!
HCM’s Spring Brunch is Back and Better Than Ever!
Saturday, April 29th at Glory Chapel
Highlights for this year’s upcoming brunch:
Volunteer Recognition
Stories From Our Amazing After School Programs
A Report on Our New In-School Initiative
Speakers From Our Partner Schools and Churches
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How Can You Help HCM?
You can support the work to empower
transformational leaders and inspire vibrant
community! You are part of the HCM family!
★ Pray regularly for our students, parents,
volunteers, and staff.
★ Volunteer weekly to support Noah or
Nehemiah After School Programs.
★ Make a donation - HCM is a 501c3 non-pro:it.
★ Advertise your business in our newsletter.
For more information visit our website or contact
Executive Director, Tim Goodwin at
timg@hartfordcitymission.org
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